COP 26 GLASGOW 2021
“Let the Earth flourish”

Glasgow’s Patron Saint and founder St Mungo is remembered by a verse that recalls four of his
miracles:
“HERE IS THE BIRD THAT NEVER FLEW
HERE IS THE TREE THAT NEVER GREW
HERE IS THE BELL THAT NEVER RANG
HERE IS THE FISH THAT NEVER SWAM”.
These words are both historic and possibly prophetic. It’s not an exaggeration to say that the future
of the birds, the trees, the fish and all humanity will be determined by the decisions taken in
Glasgow this year.
St Mungo prayed, ”Lord, let Glasgow flourish” which became the City’s motto. Glasgow and every
other community can flourish only if the whole earth flourishes. So our plea for this global
conference should be “Let the earth flourish”.
We are all part of the future’s history. It’s worth asking what will be needed by COP26 if it is to go
down in history as earth-saving. Taking MUNGO as a mnemonic:
M is for MAGNANIMITY. We can progress only by putting ourselves in the shoes of others especially
those already feeling the disastrous effects of climate change.
U is for UNIVERSAL. Although delegates rightly represent their own national interest everyone needs
to see themselves as universal ambassadors and champions of the Earth.
N is for NATURE. We are part of nature, not apart from it. There is no future for anyone if the result
of COP26 is bad for nature.
G is for GREEN. All our decisions – personal, purchasing and political – have to be greener for a
healthier world.
O is for ONLY. We have only the one planet to inhabit and to nurture us. In this Anthropocene era it
is up to each and everyone of us to live within nature’s means, for the earth is not a limitless larder.
Let the birds fly, let the trees grow, let the fish swim and let not the bell toll for the Earth is our only
home.
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